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The United States’ Commitment to

Conventional
Weapons
Destruction
Advancing Conventional Weapons Destruction
Around the world, stockpiles of excess, poorly-secured or
otherwise at-risk conventional weapons remain a serious challenge to peace and prosperity. In the wrong hands, small arms
and light weapons (SA/LW) fuel political instability and violence, while more advanced conventional weapons, such as
man-portable air defense systems (MANPADS), pose a serious threat to international security. Aging munitions stockpiles may also explode, devastating nearby population centers.
Meanwhile, hazards from landmines and UXO, including cluster munition remnants, artillery shells, and mortars, continue
to kill and maim people long after conflicts have ended. They
prevent the safe use of land, which suppresses economic development and prevents displaced persons from returning home.
The U.S. CWD program embodies our commitment to
reduce these threats worldwide. The United States is the
world’s leading financial supporter of CWD, providing more
than $2.6 billion in assistance to more than 95 countries since
1993. The CWD program helps foreign governments destroy
excess stockpiles of conventional arms, better secure the stockpiles they retain, and clear landmines and UXO. Our efforts
reduce the likelihood that weapons and ammunition will fall
into the wrong hands and protect civilian populations from
deadly hazards. By alleviating these threats to civilian security,
this program demonstrates core U.S. values that respect the dignity of every human being.
The Evolving Nature of CWD
Thanks to combined efforts from the United States and
the international community, the threat from landmines continues to decline. Annual casualty figures have dropped from
nearly 10,000 in 1999 to less than 4,000 in 2014. U.S. efforts
have helped 16 countries declare themselves mine-impact free,
the most recent being Mozambique in 2015. Colombia’s 2015
peace accord included significant provisions for the demining
sector that allowed representatives from the government and
the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia–People’s Army
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(FARC) to work together for the first time. Still, challenges
remain. According to the 2015 Landmine and Cluster Munition
Monitor, at least 57 states and four other areas around the world
remain mine affected, and UXO threats persist after many conflicts worldwide.
Physical security and stockpile management (PSSM), including destroying excess weapons stockpiles, has become a primary
tool in degrading violent extremist organizations’ capabilities,
preventing accidental weapons depot explosions, and mitigating internal armed conflict. For example, in the Sahel-Maghreb
region in Africa, where the fall of the Qadhafi regime resulted
in significant illicit weapons proliferation, the U.S. CWD program focuses on SA/LW security and destruction as a means
of preventing these weapons from falling into the hands of terrorists such as Boko Haram and the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant (ISIL).
In particular, the illicit availability of MANPADS to terrorists, extremists, and other non-state actors poses a serious threat
to commercial aviation, humanitarian aid, and military aircraft,
and is a major U.S. national security concern. MANPADS
have downed more than 40 civilian aircraft since the 1970s. In
response, the U.S. Interagency MANPADS Task Force coordinates counter-MANPADS efforts by the Department of State,
Department of Defense, Department of Homeland Security,
and other relevant stakeholders, and helps partner nations
eliminate or better secure MANPADS at risk of falling into the
wrong hands.
The U.S. Government’s Collaborative Approach
Confronting CWD challenges requires an integrated
approach involving governmental, private, and nongovernmental organizations. The Department of State, Department of
Defense, and USAID work together with foreign governments,
private companies, and nongovernmental organizations to
implement humanitarian mine action programs, reduce excess
SA/LW and conventional munitions stockpiles (including

MANPADS), and improve PSSM practices at conventional
weapons storage sites. The Department of State, through
the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs’ Office of Weapons
Removal and Abatement (PM/WRA), funds and manages
CWD programs—including landmine and UXO clearance,
SA/LW stockpile reduction, and PSSM—in more than 40
countries. The Department of Defense Humanitarian Demining Training Center (HDTC) trains deminers, ammunition
handlers, and stockpile managers from partner countries. The
Department of Defense Humanitarian Demining Research
and Development Program (HD R&D) improves CWD technologies, enhancing the efficiency and safety of humanitarian
demining operations around the world. USAID assists mine
and UXO survivors, providing services such as medical and
rehabilitative care, through its Leahy War Victims Fund.
Department of State Support for CWD
The Department of State is at the forefront of U.S. efforts.
Through PM/WRA, the Department has provided more than
65 percent (over $1.7 billion) of the United States’ more than
$2.6 billion contribution to CWD since 1993.

PM/WRA’s CWD program objective is three-fold:
1. To enhance regional security by destroying and securing
SA/LW, including MANPADS, at risk of proliferation to
terrorists, insurgents, and other violent non-state actors;
2. To remediate mine and UXO contamination, returning
land to safe and productive use; and
3. To promote U.S. foreign policy interests by broadening
support for U.S. CWD efforts.
In addition to working with other U.S. government entities, PM/WRA partners with nongovernmental organizations, international organizations, educational institutions, and
private sector contractors to implement its CWD programs.
Robust project performance standards, enhanced monitoring
and evaluation strategies, and a comprehensive program planning process guide PM/WRA’s resource allocation decisions
and hold implementing partners accountable.
Collectively, U.S. CWD efforts save lives, create lasting
peace, and ensure a more secure and prosperous future for all.
Thanks to our CWD programs, the world is a safer place today
and will continue to be a safer place in the years to come.

Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International Security Rose Gottemoeller (center) visited members of a Colombian Army humanitarian demining platoon, funded by the Department of State through a grant to the Organization of American States (OAS).
Photo courtesy of the Department of State.
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agement policies and practices of several Sahelian states
and assisted those governments in the delivery of their
national reports stipulated under the U.N. Program of
Action on the Illicit Trade of Small Arms and Light Weapons in Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger.

Other U.S. Support

MAG’s work in the Sahel region includes improving the PSSM capacity of
Chad’s Gendarmerie.
Photos courtesy of MAG.

From October 2014 through December 2015, the Department
of State supported the work of the following implementing
partners:
• MAG improved the PSSM capacity of Chad’s Gendarmerie and National and Nomadic Guard.
• MAG improved the military and police PSSM capacity in
Kati and Bamako and reduced stockpiles in Sikasso and
Kati in Mali.
• The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Support
and Procurement Agency (NSPA) improved PSSM for the
Mauritanian National Army, constructing an ammunition storage area, providing PSSM training and destroying
more than 500 tons of ammunition, approximately 100
decommissioned weapons systems, and 80 MANPADS.
• Handicap International reduced stockpiles, improved
security forces’ PSSM capacity, constructed armories, and
improved ammunition storage points in Niger.
• Small Arms Survey assessed the national SA/LW man-
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From October 2014 through December 2015, the U.S. government contributed $693,000 for CWD in other African countries.
The Department of State did not fund activities in these countries, but the Department of Defense, through USAFRICOM,
supported numerous initiatives. The OHDACA appropriation
funded humanitarian mine action activities, as well as supplies,
travel, equipment, and services.
• Burundi: USAFRICOM continued a train-the-trainer program in an effort to improve internal capacity required for
independent sustainability of Burundi’s national training
center. Burundi National Defense personnel continue to
show increased competency in PSSM and EOD Level I, as
well as basic instructor’s techniques and procedures.
• Kenya: USAFRICOM conducted mine and UXO education and risk reduction, as well as demining activities (survey/marking/mapping, mine and UXO disposal training,
and quality assurance/control). USAFRICOM is coordinating with the U.S. Embassy to establish a new satellite
training center at Archers Post, four hours northwest of
Nairobi. This satellite center will provide another venue
for Humanitarian Peace Support School instructors to
train Kenyan engineers in EOD Level I/II, PSSM, SA/
LW, improvised explosive device (IED) awareness, and
medical first response.
• Namibia: USAFRICOM deployed military EOD personnel on two training missions focused on EOD/UXO
operations and first-responder training with the National
Defense Force (NDF) and Namibian police. The NDF
training center in Otavi is well developed, and the instructors are in the process of taking over training from U.S.
personnel.
• Republic of Congo: USAFRICOM implemented a trainthe-trainer pilot program to assist the Congolese cadre
with developing an instructor base. The Small Group
Instructor’s course was designed to train Congolese EOD
instructors on small group instruction techniques.
• Tanzania: USAFRICOM conducted two sessions at the
Tanzania People’s Defense Force training site, focusing on
mine and UXO education, risk reduction, and demining
(survey/marking/mapping, mine and UXO disposal training, and quality assurance/control) activities.

school curriculum and supported the development of a
comprehensive case management system for UXO survivors in Xiang Khoang Province.
• Health Leadership International continued work to
improve medical diagnostic capabilities and competencies
of district-level medical personnel through medical education in UXO-affected districts.
USAID’s Leahy War Victims Fund provided assistance to
World Education and the Cooperative Orthotic Prosthetic
Enterprise to support training for rehabilitation service personnel and economic empowerment, assistive technology
delivery, and medical and physical rehabilitation for people
with disabilities.
A team receives instruction before clearance activities begin on the
Marshall Islands.
Photo courtesy of the Department of State.

of Laos issued a commitment to conduct a national, evidencebased UXO survey. This survey will allow the government of
Laos and international donors to identify hazardous areas and
better plan and prioritize clearance activities.
From 1995 through 2015, the United States contributed
more than $98.4 million for CWD programs in Laos that supported survey and clearance activities, risk education, survivor
assistance, and capacity development.
From October 2014 through December 2015, the Department
of State supported the work of the following implementing
partners:
• HALO supported UXO clearance teams tasked with survey and removal of UXO in the Savannakhet Province.
• MAG supported survey and clearance teams in Xeing
Khouang Province.
• NPA continued its evidence-based UXO survey work in
the Sekong, Salavan, and Attapu Provinces.
• SoS provided risk education for school children through
soccer activities in the Xieng Khouang and Salavan
Provinces, and provided a women’s soccer clinic that
taught coaches from Burma, Cambodia, Laos, and
Vietnam how to integrate mine risk education into their
soccer programs.
• Janus Global partnered with UXO Laos on UXO survey
and clearance efforts and provided managerial support
to the National Regulatory Authority, which oversees all
UXO-related activity in Laos.
• World Education, Inc., began a two-year project supporting the War Victim Medical Fund, which provides financial support for UXO victims and their families. It focuses
on emergency medical, funeral, and other critical activities. Additionally, World Education continued efforts to
support the integration of risk education in the grade five

M arshall Islands
FUNDING

FY13

FY14

FY15

FY13–15 TOTAL

DOS NADR - CWD

267

361

385

1,013

COUNTRY TOTAL

267

361

385

1,013
Dollars in thousands

During World War II, both the U.S. and Japanese
forces left UXO on the Marshall Islands. In spite of
massive clearance efforts in the 1950s, UXO contamination
continues to affect some of the Marshall Islands’ atolls.
From 2013 through 2015, the United States contributed
more than $1 million for CWD in the Marshall Islands.
From October 2014 through December 2015, the Department
of State supported the work of the following implementing
partner:
• Golden West continued UXO clearance on Mili and
Maleolap Atolls and upgraded the “island hopper kit,” a
set of equipment which is easily moved from one island to
another, with HD R&D equipment support.

P alau
FUNDING

FY13

FY14

FY15

FY09–15 TOTAL

DOS NADR - CWD

390

690

600

1,915

COUNTRY TOTAL

390

690

600

1,915
Dollars in thousands

Many of Palau’s islands are contaminated with UXO
remaining from World War II. The greatest concentration, a result of fighting between U.S. and Japanese forces in
1944, threatens the civilians residing on the island of Peleliu.
From 2009 December 2015, the United States contributed
more than $1.9 million for CWD in Palau.
From October 2014 through December 2015, the
Department of State supported the work of the following
implementing partner:
• NPA worked with the government of Palau to develop
national UXO standards, a national UXO strategy, and
a national UXO action plan which the government plans
to officially adopt in 2016. NPA also began work to build
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The Mini MineWo f opens access lanes for manual demining and assists with the technical survey of large areas of suspected minefields in Trad Province,
Thailand.
Photo courtesy of HD R&D.

and found there was no longer a significant humanitarian impact from UXO, a major success for the country.
Relationships built by the QRF encouraged PM/WRA to
become more involved in the ongoing issues in Kiribati.

Other U.S. Support
From October 2014 through December 2015, the U.S. government contributed $734,000 for CWD in other East Asia and
Pacific countries. The Department of State did not fund activities in these countries, but the Department of Defense funded
several initiatives.
• Philippines: USPACOM sent military EOD personnel to conduct survey, marking, and mapping of UXOcontaminated land; clearance of UXO; quality assurance
and control; first-responder medical training; and program assessments. The OHDACA appropriation funded
humanitarian mine action activities, as well as supplies,
travel, equipment, and services.
• Thailand: HD R&D provided funds for new technology
and continued technology operations. In partnership with
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the Thailand Mine Action Center, HD R&D initiated an
evaluation of the Remote Monitoring Station and continued evaluations of the Quadcopter remote monitoring system, Wolverine Vegetation Cutter, and the Mini
MineWolf, an earth tilling system capable of clearing
anti-personnel and anti-tank mines. The Mini MineWolf
opens access lanes for manual deminers and conducts
technical survey of large areas of suspected minefields.
To date, Mini MineWolf cleared 230,000 square meters
(57 acres) and encountered 640 mines and pieces of UXO.
USPACOM deployed military EOD personnel to
Thailand to conduct infrastructure development at
national mine action agencies; survey, marking, and mapping of UXO-contaminated land; clearance of UXO; quality assurance and control; first-responder medical training;
and program assessments. The OHDACA appropriation
funded humanitarian mine action activities, as well as supplies, travel, equipment, and services.

NPA clearance teams identify and mark UXO for destruction in Pisar-Gjirokastër, Korçë-Gjirokastër, and Sinanaj-Tepelenë, Albania.
Photo courtesy of ITF.

A lbania
FUNDING

FY13

FY14

FY15

FY00–15 TOTAL

DOS NADR - CWD

2,324

2,135

1,500

38,270

10

185

147

364

DoD
USAID
COUNTRY TOTAL

0

0

0

1,389

2,334

2,320

1,647

40,023
Dollars in thousands

Although declared mine free in 2009, Albania continues to face UXO contamination. After the fall of the
communist dictatorship in 1991, Albania was left with immense
stockpiles of obsolete and poorly maintained weapons and
munitions. During civil unrest in the 1990s, many weapons and
munitions depots were looted or burned. Significant amounts of
ammunition were scattered, leaving large swaths of land that
were dangerous, uninhabitable, and unfit for use. UXO at former military impact ranges and depot explosion sites, otherwise
known as “hotspots,” pose the greatest threat. In 2008, an explosion at a demilitarization factory at Gerdec killed 26 people and
injured more than 300, drawing the government’s attention to
its problem of poorly stored, aging munitions.
From 2000 through 2015, the United States invested more
than $40 million in Albania for CWD efforts, including $14.5
million in assistance for the cleanup at Gerdec.
From October 2014 to December 2015, the Department of State
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supported the work of the following implementing partners:
• ITF Enhancing Human Security (ITF) reduced threats to
civilian safety and economic livelihood posed by UXO
through systematic clearance of contaminated hotspots
in Pisar-Gjirokastër, Korçë-Gjirokastër, and SinanajTepelenë, while also supporting the development of the
Albanian Mine and Munition Coordination Office.
• NSPA partnered with the Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) to support an ongoing
project to safely destroy remaining surplus and obsolete
ammunition from communist-era stockpiles. Since its
inception in 2011, this program demilitarized more than
90 million mines, mortars, and rounds of ammunition.
With funding from the Department of Defense, U.S.
European Command (USEUCOM) and U.S. National
Guard personnel from the state of New Jersey through the
State Partnership Program provided a Basic Medical and
Casualty Evacuation (CASEVAC) train-the-trainer course to
15 Albanian hospital and EOD center medics, and conducted
a follow-on EOD Level 1 train-the-trainer course with the
Albanian EOD center. This event included ordnance identification, UXO disposal training, and instruction in UXO education and risk reduction. The OHDACA appropriation funded
humanitarian mine action activities, as well as supplies, travel,
equipment, and services.

Armenia
FUNDING
DOS NADR - CWD
DOS Other
DoD
USAID
COUNTRY TOTAL

FY13

FY14

FY15

FY93–15 TOTAL

700

301

300

4,292

0

0

0

3,000

169

187

40

3,231

0

0

997

3,145

869

488

1,337

13,668
Dollars in thousands

The 1988–1994 war between Armenia and Azerbaijan
over the Nagorno-Karabakh region left parts of
Armenia heavily contaminated by landmines and UXO. A
2012 survey by FSD, in partnership with the Armenia Center
for Humanitarian Demining and Expertise (ACHDE), identified more than 37.4 million square meters (9,241 acres) of confirmed hazardous areas. Armenia has made significant gains in
its demining program and manages clearance operations independently, due in part to previous U.S. training and capacity
building programs. Therefore, 2015 is the final year of CWD
funding for Armenia from the U.S. government.
From 1993 through 2015, the United States contributed more
than $13.6 million to Armenia with the aim of building capacity within the government to manage its residual UXO problem.
From October 2014 through December 2015, the Department
of State supported the work of the following implementing
partner:
• ITF, in partnership with Marshall Legacy Institute (MLI)
and the Mine Detection Dog Center of Bosnia and Herzegovina, provided six highly trained mine detection dogs and
accompanying trainers to the ACHDE to support building
Armenia’s national capacity to safely clear landmines.
With Department of Defense funding, USEUCOM deployed
military EOD personnel to conduct a site visit to the ACHDE.
USEUCOM EOD personnel provided EOD training and
deployed U.S. National Guard personnel from the state of

A HALO team clears a site in Davit Bek, Armenia, where a 13-year-old boy
found two landmines.
Photo courtesy of Department of State.

Kansas through the State Partnership Program to conduct a
train-the-trainer course in CASEVAC to 15 Armenian medics
from the Armenian Peacekeeping Brigade and the ACHDE.
This was a Phase III event with State Partnership Program
National Guard personnel observing Armenians conduct the
course. The OHDACA appropriation funded humanitarian
mine action activities, as well as supplies, travel, equipment,
and services.
USAID’s Leahy War Victims Fund supported the work of
Save the Children in its promotion of economic activities for
persons with disabilities.

Azerbaijan
FUNDING
DOS NADR - CWD
DOS Other
DoD
COUNTRY TOTAL

FY13

FY14

FY15

FY99–15 TOTAL

325

325

305

22,415

0

0

0

1,100

0

0

0

6,975

325

325

305

30,490
Dollars in thousands

Most of Azerbaijan’s landmine challenges stem from
the ongoing conflict with Armenia over the disputed
Nagorno-Karabakh region. However, abandoned Soviet-era
munitions dumps, firing ranges, and UXO also pose significant
threats. A landmine impact survey completed in June 2003 indicated that most of the contamination was concentrated in
war-torn districts along the ceasefire line and border with
Armenia, especially in the Fizuli District. Subsequent clearance, surveys, and land release show Azerbaijan reduced its
estimated contamination area to approximately 112 square kilometers (43 square miles). However, the mine and UXO problem remains severe in areas occupied by Armenian forces, including Nagorno-Karabakh and the Nakhchivan regions.
From 1999 through 2015, the United States invested
more than $30.4 million in CWD programs in Azerbaijan
aimed at mine and UXO clearance, training, equipment procurement, and expanding humanitarian demining teams,
including mine detection dog teams. These funds were primarily directed through NSPA to the Azerbaijan National
Agency for Mine Action and significantly reduced the area
of contamination, restoring access to land and infrastructure for the community.
From October 2014 through December 2015, the
Department of State supported the work of the following
implementing partner:
• NSPA continued Phase II of a three-phase clearance
project across 64 million square meters (25 square miles)
of the former Soviet military testing facility and training field in the Jeyranchel area along Azerbaijan’s border
with Georgia.
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From 2007 through 2015, the United States invested over
$18.1 million in CWD efforts in Serbia supporting SA/
LW destruction programs and addressing mine and UXO
contamination.
From October 2014 through December 2015, the Department
of State supported the work of the following implementing
partners:
• ITF continued clearance of high-priority sites determined
by the U.S. Embassy in Belgrade and the Serbian Mine
Action Center. In coordination with NPA, ITF also conducted mine risk education for migrants moving through
Serbia, as it was one of the primary transit countries for
migrants fleeing conflicts in the Middle East and South
Asia for safe haven in Germany and other European
Union countries.
• NSPA conducted site surveys and completed the initial
stages of a project to destroy excess stockpiles of outdated
and at-risk conventional munitions at the Kragujevac facility.
With Department of Defense funding, USEUCOM conducted a requested site visit to Serbia to plan for EOD train-

ing for a Serbian EOD platoon. The OHDACA appropriation
funded humanitarian mine action activities, as well as supplies,
travel, equipment, and services.

Ukraine
FUNDING

FY13

FY14

FY15

FY04–15 TOTAL

DOS NADR - CWD

2,000

7,095

1,440

25,567

DoD

0

0

303

480

USAID

0

0

1,031

1,031

2,000

7,095

2,774

COUNTRY TOTAL

27,078
Dollars in thousands

Ukraine continues to maintain large quantities of excess
and aging conventional arms and munitions remaining
after the Soviet forces’ withdrawal. In 2005, NSPA estimated
that Ukraine held as many as 7 million SA/LW and stored as
much as 2 million tons of ammunition in more than 80 depots.
These excess, aging, and potentially unstable munitions represent a security threat to the country and the region. In October
2015, a depot explosion in Svatove, Luhansk killed two people
and injured 16. In addition, the recent conflict in eastern
Ukraine has resulted in extensive landmine and UXO

Ammunition demilitarized through the NATO Partnership for Peace Trust Fund awaits pickup by the Ukraine Ministry of Defense from the Hrechany demilitarization site for recycling.
Photo courtesy of Department of State.
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contamination in provinces along the Russian border. These
explosive hazards represent a threat to combatants and civilians
alike. At least 300 civilian casualties from mines or UXO have
occurred since the conflict started in 2014.
From 2004 through 2015, the United States invested more
than $27 million for SA/LW, survivor assistance, and PSSM
initiatives in Ukraine.
From October 2014 through December 2015, the Department
of State supported the work of the following implementing
partner:
• NSPA continued to implement the NATO Partnership
for Peace Trust Fund, the largest conventional munitions
stockpile reduction project in history. The United States is
the lead nation in this effort, and the goal of the current
phase of the project is to destroy a total of 76,000 tons
of conventional ammunition, including 3 million anti-personnel landmines, and reduce excess SA/LW stockpiles
by 366,000 weapons. This project serves to lower the risk
of unplanned depot explosions, reduce the security threat
posed by excess SA/LW and ammunition, and strengthen
security cooperation among NATO allies on nonproliferation issues.
With Department of Defense funding, USEUCOM visited
Ukrainian State Emergency Service representatives to identify
EOD training and equipment opportunities and to vet proposed training site locations. The OHDACA appropriation
funded humanitarian mine action activities, as well as supplies,
travel, equipment, and services.
USAID’s Leahy War Victims Fund provided assistance to
United Cerebral Palsy Wheels for Humanity to support training for rehabilitation service personnel and economic empowerment, assistive technology delivery, and medical and physical
rehabilitation for people with disabilities.

• Estonia: USEUCOM, with U.S. National Guard personnel from the state of Maryland through the State Partnership Program conducted a CASEVAC train-the-trainer
course for 10 Estonian Rescue Board EOD Center personnel. USEUCOM also trained Estonian personnel on the
use of media equipment and procedures to create, edit,
and publish custom media that spreads awareness of the
dangers of UXO.
• Kosovo: USEUCOM conducted EOD training with 20
Kosovo Security Forces EOD personnel, an initial engagement that USEUCOM humanitarian mine action intends
to continue on a semi-annual basis.
• Moldova: USEUCOM and experts from the Defense
Ammunition Center conducted a site assessment of
Moldovan stockpiles to provide requested training. They
conducted a follow-on EOD Level 1 course with the
Moldovan Engineer Battalion. The course covered ordnance identification, UXO disposal training, and instruction in UXO education and risk reduction. In addition,
USEUCOM, with U.S. National Guard personnel from
the state of North Carolina through the State Partnership
Program conducted a CASEVAC train-the-trainer course
for 20 Moldovan Medical personnel.
• Montenegro: USEUCOM conducted an Underwater
Technical Survey course with the Montenegrin Naval
Hydrographic Institute and Naval EOD forces.

Other U.S. Support
From October 2014 through December 2015, the U.S. government contributed $752,000 for CWD in other European countries. The Department of State did not fund activities in these
countries, but the Department of Defense, with funding from
the OHDACA appropriation for humanitarian mine action
activities, supplies, travel, equipment, and services, supported
the following:
• Cyprus: USEUCOM and experts from the Defense
Ammunition Center conducted two ammunition security
and explosives safety site planning technical assistance
events. This training assisted the Cypriots in improving site safety. USEUCOM also conducted a follow-on
advanced disposal destruction techniques course with the
Cypriot National Guard. This event also served as a site
visit to provide a full EOD Level 1 course.
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Moldovan engineers train on the proper techniques to conduct reconnaissance of unexploded ordnance. USEUCOM, with U.S. National Guard
personnel from the state of North Carolina through the State Partnership
Program, provided training to the Moldovan Engineer Battalion.
Photo courtesy of USEUCOM.

NPA conducts risk education for IDPs in Iraq. Risk education is critical for people returning to their homes who are unfamiliar with the UXO threat.
Photo courtesy of NPA.

Iraq
FUNDING

FY13

FY14

FY15

FY03–15 TOTAL

23,805

23,177

18,000

194,331

DOS Other

0

0

0

992

CDC

0

0

0

450

DOS NADR - CWD

DoD
COUNTRY TOTAL

160

573

0

104,970

23,965

23,750

18,000

300,743
Dollars in thousands

Iraq is contaminated by an estimated 10 to 15 million landmines and UXO from conflicts dating back
to the 1940s. Numerous large barrier minefields and UXO
remain along the Iran/Iraq border as a result of the 1980s conflict between the two nations. The wars from 1990 to 1991 and
the conflict that began in 2003 scattered significant amounts
of UXO throughout the country, with most contamination
concentrated in the south. More recently, the activities of ISIL
in Iraq have dramatically altered the CWD landscape. The
extent of the contamination is unclear, as security and access
concerns limit survey and clearance activities. Also, as civilians flee large cities, they often enter areas where UXO hazards and level of contamination are unknown, significantly
increasing the risk of casualties.
From 2003 through 2015, the United States invested more
than $300.7 million in Iraq for the clearance and disposal
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of landmines, UXO, and excess conventional weapons and
munitions.
From October 2014 through December 2015, the Department
of State supported the work of the following implementing
partners:
• DDG conducted survey and clearance operations in
southern Iraq, assisted in developing the program capacity of the Regional Mine Action Center-South (RMAC-S)
in coordination with the Directorate of Mine Action
(DMA), and delivered risk education reaching 120,000
beneficiaries in northern Iraq.
• FSD deployed survey and clearance teams to increase
civilian security for returning IDPs.
• GICHD facilitated a three-day country planning workshop for key mine action stakeholders to assess future
options and opportunities for advancing the management
of CWD activities in Iraq.
• Information Management & Mine Action Programs
(iMMAP) advisors provided operational management,
strategic planning, survivor assistance support, and technical expertise. In September 2015, DMA, IKMAA, and
iMMAP signed a memorandum of understanding allowing iMMAP to establish a joint DMA and IKMAA information management database to track humanitarian mine
action in areas liberated from ISIL, and facilitate the flow

of data among various mine action nongovernmental
organizations assisting in reconstruction efforts.
• MAG conducted survey, clearance, and spot tasks to
safely remove and destroy landmines and UXO from
northern and central Iraq, with plans to begin clearing
newly liberated areas for the safe return of IDPs such as
the Yazidi population.
• MLI provided advanced training to 12 mine detection dog
teams working with a local Iraqi demining organization.
Furthermore, MLI continued the CHAMPS program in
southern Iraq, which linked three American schools to
three Iraqi schools to promote mine risk education and
provide medical assistance to young survivors.
• NPA provided technical advisors to RMAC-S to assist in
its role as a regulatory body to coordinate and monitor
mine action activities. The project enabled RMAC-S to
implement surveys designed to provide a more accurate
picture of the mine and UXO situation in southern Iraq.
• SoS implemented risk education using soccer to teach
children about the risks of landmines and UXO. SoS also
incorporated trauma training for youth affected by ISILrelated violence, and pursued local league and tournament
sponsorships, targeting young Iraqi males at risk of joining
extremist groups.
The Department of Defense HD R&D Program, in partnership with MAG, continued to evaluate the Rebel Crusher
contaminated soil processing plant, several excavator-sifting
attachments, a stand-alone orbital sifter, and a commercial
front-loader attachment. The technology is completing complicated, low density mine clearance tasks around villages
and agricultural areas in northern Iraq that have been mineaffected for more than 20 years. To date, the equipment has
sifted 225,000 cubic meters (294,288 cubic yards) of contaminated soil and uncovered or destroyed 2,128 mines and
pieces of UXO.

Jordan
FUNDING

FY13

DOS NADR - CWD

FY14

FY15

FY96–15 TOTAL

1,200

0

500

21,636

DOS Other

0

0

0

300

CDC

0

0

0

2,968

DoD

0

0

0

2,418

1,200

0

500

COUNTRY TOTAL

27,322
Dollars in thousands

Contamination by landmines and UXO in Jordan
stems from the 1948 partition of Palestine, the 1967–
1969 Arab-Israeli conflict, the 1970 civil war, and the 1975
conflict with Syria. Although in April 2012 Jordan declared
itself “free from the threat of all known minefields,” some
residual minefields exist in three main areas: the northern

border with Syria, the Jordan River valley, and the Wadi Arab
region in the south.
From 1996 through 2015, the United States contributed
more than $27.3 million in assistance to clear landmines and
UXO, deliver risk education, and provide survivor assistance.
From October 2014 through December 2015, the Department
of State supported the work of the following implementing
partner:
• Polus Center for Social and Economic Development
began a survivor assistance project in October 2015 to
provide rehabilitation, vocational training, and prosthetics to survivors of landmine and UXO accidents and
deliver mine risk education to Jordanians and Syrians
within the country’s borders.

L ebanon
FUNDING

FY13

FY14

FY15

FY98–15 TOTAL

DOS NADR - CWD

3,000

2,500

2,000

36,175

0

0

0

2,000

80

50

44

9,194

0

0

0

9,850

3,080

2,550

2,044

DOS Other
DoD
USAID
COUNTRY TOTAL

57,219
Dollars in thousands

Lebanon remains contaminated with various types of
UXO from the 1975 to 1991 civil war, as well as the
Israeli-Hezbollah conflict of 2006. According to the LMAC
annual report, by the end of 2014, more than 62 million square
meters (15,320 acres) of contaminated areas remained. Since
1975, landmines and UXO have killed an estimated 900 people
and injured thousands more, and the threat of UXO, especially
in southern Lebanon, continues to hamper development. Given
Lebanon’s position in the region and overall strength of LMAC,
the country serves as a critical hub for CWD capacity.
From 1998 through 2015, the United States invested more
than $57.2 million in CWD for Lebanon, including $10 million in emergency assistance provided in response to the 2006
Israeli-Hezbollah conflict.
From October 2014 through December 2015, the Department
of State supported the work of the following implementing
partners:
• DCA created multi-task teams and risk education teams
to support clearance of legacy minefields and UXO
contamination.
• Handicap International conducted mine and UXO clearance operations in northern Lebanon communities.
• MAG conducted battle area and mine clearance activities
with the aim of supporting socioeconomic development in
southern and central Lebanon.
• NPA conducted battle area clearance in central Lebanon.
• MLI provided LMAC with five dogs to support the Mine
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A Palestinian boy rides his bike past a minefield in the West Bank. Following years of negotiations, clearance activities began in April 2014, marking the
first humanitarian clearance of landmine contamination in the West Bank in nearly 50 years.
Photo courtesy of HALO.

population while herding and farming. Following years of negotiations, clearance activities started in April 2014. This milestone marks the beginning of the first humanitarian mine action program to clear UXO and landmines in the West Bank in
nearly 50 years.
From 2011 through 2015, the United States provided more
than $4.1 million in CWD funding for survey and clearance
operations. From October 2014 through December 2015, the
Department of State supported the following implementing
partner:
• HALO completed clearance at the a-Nabi Elyas and
Husan minefields and liaised with the Israeli National
Mine Action Authority, IDF, and the Palestine Mine
Action Center to approve more minefields to be cleared.
UXO survey will also be conducted in Hebron and Jordan
Valley firing ranges.
The Department of Defense HD R&D Program provided
funds for new technology to support HALO’s survey activities.
HALO is currently evaluating the Target Reacquisition and
Positioning System, a low-cost differential global positioning
system, to provide accurate mapping of hazardous areas in the
West Bank.
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Other U.S. Support
From October 2014 through December 2015 the United
States contributed $536,000 for CWD in Tunisia. With funding from the Department of Defense, USAFRICOM began
development of a dedicated EOD training site during meetings
between U.S. and U.K. counterparts and the commander of the
Tunisian Army 61st Engineer School. The OHDACA appropriation funded humanitarian mine action activities, as well as
supplies, travel, equipment, and services.

Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA), founded in 1939 on the principles of solidarity, dignity, peace, and freedom, is one of Norway’s biggest nongovernmental organizations. For more than 20
years NPA has implemented mine action programs in more than
40 states and territories. http://npaid.org.

A deminer and mine detection dog in Senegal use a long leash method to
clear a lane in a minefield.
Photo courtesy of Handicap International.

trained and equipped according to international humanitarian
mine action standards to perform manual, mechanical, and
mine detection dog demining operations. IMCO also conducts
battle area clearance, UXO and landmine survey, technical site
survey, quality control/quality assurance, mine risk education,
and survivor assistance. zahimmutar@yahoo.com; zahim.mutar@imcoiraq.com.
ITF Enhancing Human Security (ITF) is a humanitarian,
nonprofit organization established by the Republic of Slovenia
government in March 1998. Since then, ITF has continued to
expand its scope of activities and the geographic area of its implementation in order to reduce threats from mines, UXO, and
other at-risk weapons and ammunition. http://itf-fund.si.

The Mine Clearance Planning Agency (MCPA) is an Afghanbased nongovernmental organization founded in 1990 specializing in landmine impact and post-clearance surveys; technical
and battle area surveys; polygon surveys; and mine and UXO
impact free community surveys. MCPA provides manual, mechanical, and mine detection dog clearance, EOD, mine risk
education, mine action training, and management information
systems for mine action programs. hajiattqullah@gmail.com.
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IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS

The Organization for Mine Clearance and Afghan
Rehabilitation (OMAR) was established in 1990 to teach
Afghan refugees and internally displaced Afghans about the
dangers of landmines and UXO. In 1992, OMAR expanded
its operations to mine clearance, hiring and training more than
1,500 deminers in manual and mechanical demining, battle area
clearance, EOD, and working with mine detection dogs. http://
mineclearance.org.
Spirit of Soccer (SoS), founded in 1996, is a U.K.- and U.S.registered nonprofit that uses soccer/football skills clinics and
tournaments to educate children about the dangers posed by
landmines and UXO in conflict and post-conflict regions of the
world. SoS has created risk education courses in more than 10
current or post-conflict countries including Bosnia, Cambodia,
Colombia, Iraq, Jordan, Kosovo, Lebanon, Laos, and Moldova.
http://spiritofsoccer.org.
Swiss Foundation for Mine Action (FSD), established in
1997, is an international nongovernmental organization based
in Geneva that has implemented mine clearance projects in
more than 27 countries. FSD focuses on locating and destroying landmines and UXO on the ground and underwater. It also
engages in collecting and destroying arms and ammunition;
and managing stockpiles. http://fsd.ch.
Wilton Park Executive Agency, established in 1946 as
a forum for discourse between leading British figures and
prominent Germans on how to restore democracy in post-war
Germany, is a leading center for discussion of key international policy challenges. The Wilton Park setting provides a forum
to convene the international community involved in conventional weapons destruction. https://wiltonpark.org.uk.

